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C. J. VANDERBIL1’S ESTATE. 


DISPOSING OF HIS HOUSE, BRIC-A-PRAC, 
PICTURES, AND WORKS OF ART. 

HARTFORD, June 28.—Twenty-five or thirty 
years azo Cornelius J. Vanderbilt used to come to 
Hartford. frequently to look after property 
belonging to his father, the old Commo- 
dore. At the same time he devoted an 
occasional hour to little matters of the heart, 
which finally gave him a bride in the person 
of pretty Mary Williams, a local belle. 
In those days Cornelius Vanderbilt was dif- 
ferent from the man he became in after 
years. He had many friends here, and when he 
decided to build- a neat cottage on a lot 
which his father bad given him and sbe- 
come a permanent resident Hartford people 
were delighted. But Corneifus Vanderbilt’s 
true nature soon developed and exhibited itself. 
He became a monomaniac on the subject 
of money. For himself he cared, and his 
own desires he satisfied. Those of _ his 
wife were not infrequently ignored utterly, and 
heart-broken by his harsh treatment the pretty 
bride soon went. down with a erushed 
spirit. Many stories are current in Hartford 
ilustrating the petty meannesses practiced by Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt in his home life. He earried the’ 
keys to the pantry of the house, and teas and 
sugars he weighed out for the household with 
his own hands and in stinting measure. Fre- 


quently. itis alleged, no meat was to be found on 
his table. His own meals be could procure at 
restaurants. Finally, he determined to move to 
New-York with his family. His career there-and 
its termination in suicide at the Glemham Hotel 
are well known. Ia 1876 he decided to return to 
Hartford. He directed the erection of a large 
and magnificent mansion on the site of hia old 
cottage, and directed that it should be superbly 
furnished. This work has just been completed, 
‘and be was in readiness to move here when he : 
shot himself, 

Before the new mansion was finished, how- 
ever, Cornelius Vanderbilt had thrown away 
much of his fortune, and a mortgage of $25,000 
‘was placed upon the property here. George 
N. Terry, Vanderbilt’s lezetee, received the house, 
subject to thls lien, and it was at his request that 
Samuel I. Colt. a Providence Executor of 
the estate, decided to dispose of the 
house at public sale to-day, together with 
its furniture and Mr. Vandetbilt’s collection of 
. bric-à-brac. A crowd of several kundred persons 
was present, not only from tbis city. but 
from New-York, Boston, and elsewhere, including 
ex-Lieut.-Goy. William- H. Bulkeley, Mayor Bulke- - 
ley. Martin Bennett, Jr., Caleb A, Talcott, 
John ©. «Parsons, and Cassius Wells, 
of Hartford; Senator Andrew. S. Upson, 
of Farmington; T. M. Pickering, of Portland; Sam- 
uel I. Colt, of Providence, and Judge Spooner, of 
Bristol, R. I. Among the New-Yorkers present were 
George. N. Terry, tue friend and legatee of Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt; B. K. Schultz, Peter Brett, 
Major E. D. Duxton, and George B. Ashley. 

At 10 o'clock the sale of household orna- 
ments, pictures, books, and bric-à-brac be- 
gan. When Cornelius Vanderbilt celebrated 
his silver wedding Horace Greeley pre- 
sented him with three cake and fruit- 
dishes. They are of the finest cut glass and in- 
scribed in fanciful cut letters “ From H. G., Nov. 26, 
1871.” with an old English V on the opposite side. 
T. R. Pickering bought one for $7 and Wil- 
liam SH. Bulkeley took the other two for 
$8 apiece. The set cost several hundred 
dollars: when ‘fnew. In the parlor were 
a number of choice pieces, ineluding a famous 
crystal set purchased by Mr. Vanderbilt in Europe 
at-a cost of $1.000. It was taken by P. $. 
Potter, of New-York, for $41. A number of 
lesser pieces were sold at equally low rates. 
A fine copy of Guido’s “Aurora,” the 
original of whieh exists in fresco on the 
celling of a Florentine church, was bought 
by Miss Peck, of this city, for $100. A copy of 
Raphael’s “Clare Madonna” was taken by 
Mr. Martin : Bennett, Jr., for $110. Glosh- 
en's figure of a lady holding flowers 
in her left hand, was sold to Lieut.-Gov.}Bulkeley for 
$101. A figure. by Glandschugg, of a lady with her 
face reflected from a mirror, went to Mayor 
Bulkeley for $67 50. The Hon. A. S. Upson, for 
“Venetian Scenery.” paia $122 50. The gem 
of the paintings was a cattle piece from 
the brush of Fred Voltz, a royal Bavarian 
Professor, which received first medals at both Ber- 
lin and Munich. It passed into the hands of Lieut.- 
Gov. Bulkeley for $29. A copy of Titians " Bleeding” 

. brought $800, from Col. E. D. Luxton, of New- 
York, Mayor Bulkeley paid $225 for the ramous 
Belgian artist Boschi’s ricture * With Her Pets,” 
and “The Coquettes,”’ by, de Jonnge, was 
sold to Lieut.-Gov. Bulkeley for $255. Lieut.-Gov. 
Bulkeley took two statuettes,a peasant boy and girl, 
with a dark etrucan marble.pedestal, for $450. ‘The 
ebony vase and pedestal, purchased at the Centen- 
nial by Mr. Vanderbilt for $1,200. were 
sold to Mayor Bulkley for $155. Mr. S. J. 
Bestor took the Minton set of china, 
comprising 3825 pieces, valued at $460. for 
$116. When in Cairo, Egypt, Mr. Vanderbilt 
paid $400 for a rug. It was sold to-day 
for a quarter of its original value. The 
mansion itself was disposed of quickly. It was 
sold subject to the twenty-five-thousand-dollar 
mortgage, and started at $10,000. Among the bid- 
ders were Col. S. J. Bestor, Mayor Bulkeley, and 
Senator Spooner. Col. Bestor represented a 
number of Connecticut Catholic gentlemen 
who` desired to convert the property into a 
priory. Another gentleman appeared for New- 
Yorkers, who wished to use it as a Summer 
club-house. Finally, after some spirited bidding, 
it was knocked down to Senator Spooner for $15,- 
300. It is understood that he purchased it for 
George N. Terry, the legates. Competent judges 
say that the price is much less than the property is 
worth. 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


